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Ephesians 1
The Chosen

I. INTRODUCTION

A. A Little History!

1. Written approx61AD by the Apostle Paul during his Roman imprisonment.

2. There are several indications that this was a "circular" letter written to all the churches in Asia Minor.

a) In fact, some manuscripts omit the words "at Ephesus" in Ephesians 1:1.

b) Song of Solomon , in other words it was meant to be read to all the churches!

B. Ephesus

1. The city was well known as a commercial, political, and religious center!

a) Some of you may remember from your studies of the book of Acts , the great Temple of Diana was located in Ephesus.

2. Christianity first came to Ephesus during Paul"s2missionary journey with the help of Priscilla and Aquila.

a) On his3missionary, Paul stayed in Ephesus about3years and Acts 19:10 tells us that . . . .all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

b) After Paul, Timothy had oversight of the church there in Ephesus, then after Timothy, the Apostle John made it his headquarters!

C. The book theme = "God"s purposes for the Church"
1. In view of this theme, Paul discusses:

a) Predestination,

b) Christ as Head of the Church,

c) The Church as the building and temple of God,

d) The great mystery of Jesus Christ,

e) Spiritual gifts,

f) And the Church as the bride of Christ!

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 1:1-2 (NKJV) Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Paul was sure that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.

a) What are you, "by the will of God?"
b) In other words, "Are you doing what the Lord wants you to with your life?"
2. Remember "grace" is getting what we don"t deserve! Which is everything Christianity offers!

3. Paul greets them grace and peace = "shalom".

a) And of course you cannot have peace to any lasting degree without accepting the Grace of God, which is His Song of Solomon , Jesus Christ!

B. Ephesians 1:3-6 (NKJV) Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly [places] in Christ, 

4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 

6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.

1. The "blessed be" can also be interpreted as "praise be" the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

a) Paul is actually "describing" the Lord here (the word is an adjective), not just making a proclamation.

b) When he tells us that Jesus has "blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places", that can be interpreted "caused us to prosper in every spiritual blessing that heaven has to offer!"

(1) Nothing has been held back.

(2) We are heirs to all the riches of the kingdom!

There was once a lady known as "America"s Greatest Miser". She ate cold oatmeal because it cost too much to heat it up. Her son had to have his leg amputated because she waited too long for medical attention while looking for a "free" clinic. She even died from a ruptured blood vessel in the brain while arguing about the benefits of skimmed milk! Was she crazy? Maybe. Eccentric? Without a doubt!! But, one thing was for sure. She wasn"t poor? When "Hetty Green died she left an estate valued at over $100 million dollars!!!!! The tragedy is that most Christians live like that. Living like poor orphans instead of the King"s kids!

c) We, (those who have accepted Him as Savior), have been "chosen", "predestined", and "accepted"!!

(1) Chosen = "to pick one out of many"
(a) 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) The Lord is . . . not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

(b) John 3:16 (NKJV) "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Song of Solomon , that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

(c) It is not God"s will for anyone to miss heaven, but He know many will reject His offer!

(d) Song of Solomon , He has "chosen" us because we have "chosen" Him!

(2) Predestined = "decided beforehand"
(a) Since the Lord has no beginning and no end, he is able to let people be free to "chose" and yet go ahead and "decide beforehand" their future!!

(i) And it is His "benevolent delight" = (good pleasure Vrs5) to adopt them as His sons and daughters!

(3) He has made us Accepted (Vrs6)= "charming, lovely, graceful, and agreeable.

(a) And all this is because of His love!

C. Ephesians 1:7-12 (NKJV) In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,

9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 

10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth--in Him. 

11In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 

12that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.

1. The Greek word used here for "redemption" means = "liberation procured by the payment of a ransom".

a) And of course, the ransom was His blood = His life for ours!

(1) Hebrews 9:22 (NKJV) . . . without shedding of blood there is no remission.

(2) The "ransom note" required "unmarked bills", not ones that had already been tainted!

(a) Our lives were tainted with sin, therefore the perfect blood of Christ was the only way to fulfill the demand of the ransom note!!!

2. Paul reminds us one again of God"s abounding grace in verse7.

3. He tells us in verse8 that what was once a great mystery, was revealed to us through Jesus!

a) That all of God"s riches in heaven and earth are all rolled up into the Savior!

(1) And we will inherit all those good things simply because we trusted in Christ!!

D. Ephesians 1:13-14 (NKJV) In Him you also [trusted], after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

1. The word "sealed" here carries with it the eastern tradition of the King"s signet ring.

a) It carried all the power of the King Himself!!

b) Song of Solomon , the Holy Spirit that has been "deposited" in each believer carries the same weight as the King of Kings!!

(1) In fact, He speaks for the King!

c) The Holy Spirit, just like the security deposit on a house, is the Lord"s "promise" to come back and take us home with Him!

E. Ephesians 1:15-16 (NKJV) Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 

16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:

1. And this is what Paul prays for re: the Ephesians.

F. Ephesians 1:17-21 (NKJV) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

19 and what [is] the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated [Him] at His right hand in the heavenly [places], 

21far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

1. Many of us have knowledge, but few have wisdom!

2. And we all need the Lord to "reveal" to us, a great knowledge of Him! (Vrs17)

3. The "hope of His calling" in verse18 is ="a confident expectation" as we wait for His return!

4. Jesus" "right-hand" position in heaven is a place of authority and the fact that He is "seated" signifies that His work is completed!

a) "It is finished" as He said on the cross.

b) And just so that we will have no doubt how far that authority extends, Paul assures us that it is above all "angelic rule", and all ages now, and to come!

G. Ephesians 1:22-23 (NKJV) And He put all [things] under His feet, and gave Him [to] [be] head over all [things] to the church, 

23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

1. Do you notice the word "all" in these too verses?

a) That"s pretty inclusive!!
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Ephesians 2
Grace That Unifies

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week in our study of Chapter one of Ephesians , Paul told us in verse6 that Jesus has "made us accepted in the beloved."
1. And we talked about the Greek word used for "accepted" meaning = charming, lovely, graceful, and agreeable.

2. Song of Solomon , not only has Jesus done all this for us, He finished his work and sat at the right hand of His Father, and He has authority over EVERYTHING!

3. And lastly I closed with a challenge for us all to live like the King"s kids that we are, and not as spiritual paupers.

B. In our study tonight, Paul continues with the what our wonderful Savior has done for us at the cross!

1. The subject is His never-ending grace which makes us "one" in the body of Christ- His Church!!

Longing to leave her poor Brazilian neighborhood, Christina wanted to see the world. Discontent with a home having only a pallet on the floor, a washbasin, and a wood-burning stove, she dreamed of a better life in the city. One morning she slipped away, breaking her mother"s heart. Knowing what life on the streets would be like for her young, attractive daughter, Maria hurriedly packed to go find her. On her way to the bus stop she entered a drugstore to get one last thing. Pictures. She sat in the photograph booth, closed the curtain, and spent all she could on pictures of herself. With her purse full of small black-and-white photos, she boarded the next bus to Rio de Janeiro. Maria knew Christina had no way of earning money. She also knew that her daughter was too stubborn to give up. When pride meets hunger, a human will do things that were before unthinkable. Knowing this, Maria began her search. Bars, hotels, nightclubs, any place with the reputation for street walkers or prostitutes. She went to them all. And at each place she left her picture--taped on a bathroom mirror, tacked to a hotel bulletin board, fastened to a corner phone booth. And on the back of each photo she wrote a note. It wasn"t too long before both the money and the pictures ran out, and Maria had to go home. The weary mother wept as the bus began its long journey back to her small village. It was a few weeks later that young Christina descended the hotel stairs. Her young face was tired. Her brown eyes no longer danced with youth but spoke of pain and fear. Her laughter was broken. Her dream had become a nightmare. A thousand times over she had longed to trade these countless beds for her secure pallet. Yet the little village was, in too many ways, too far away. As she reached the bottom of the stairs, her eyes noticed a familiar face. She looked again, and there on the lobby mirror was a small picture of her mother. Christina"s eyes burned and her throat tightened as she walked across the room and removed the small photo. Written on the back was this compelling invitation. "Whatever you have done, whatever you have become, it doesn"t matter. Please come home." She did. Max Lucado, No Wonder They Call Him the Savior, Multnomah Press, 1986 , pp158-9

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 2:1-3 (NKJV) And you [He] [made] [alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins, 

2in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

3among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

1. The "you" Paul is making reference to in verse1 , is specifically the Gentiles!

a) But you will remember that when scripture refers to the Gentiles, it most always is symbolic of the unredeemed sinner!

(1) Song of Solomon , that would encompass all of us at one time!

(2) We, like the Ephesians , were dead spiritually because we had "missed the Mark" of salvation!

(3) The word "trespass" in verse1means "a lapse or deviation from the truth."

(a) In navigation, if you "deviate" even one degree, you will end up lost!

2. The "prince of the power of the air" of course is satan and he uses his authority over earth to control those who are disobedient to Christ!

a) We must remember satan is not omnipresent so needs help to accomplish his destruction, and he has plenty of it!

3. Paul makes it pretty clear in verse3that we were all creatures of the flesh at one time.

B. Ephesians 2:4-7 (NKJV) But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

6 and raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit together in the heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus, 

7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in [His] kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

1. Remember "grace" is getting what we don"t deserve, while "mercy" is = "not getting what we do deserve"!

a) We deserved death for our sins, but because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ

(1) And that, without a doubt is "getting what we don"t deserve = grace!!

2. In verse6 Paul tells us what Jesus did and in verse7 he tell us why He did it.

a) Jesus made us spiritually alive, when we were spiritually dead and gave us all the riches of heaven!

b) And the reason He did it, was so that He could show how "exceedingly" rich His grace is toward us because of His Son!

(1) And that will be an eternal testimony!!

C. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; [it] [is] the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

1. Our salvation comes as a result of our faith in Jesus Christ!

a) Instead of getting what we deserve (death), salvation is getting what we don"t deserve! (forgiveness and eternity).

b) The "grace" that Paul speaks of here, nor even the "faith" to believe in Christ originated with us!

(1) It all comes from the heart of our Savior!

(2) If it wasn"t a completely "free" gift then we would feel that we "earned" it somehow.

(3) And if we could earn it we would boast about it!

(4) This way, with God"s plan, all we can do is love Him for doing what was impossible for us!

D. Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV) For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

1. The word "workmanship" means = "a thing that has been made"

a) Song of Solomon , when we were created, we were made as a vessel for good works!

(1) But sin entered and we became vessels of dishonor!

b) Being born again through Jesus, we are now fit to be what we were created to be in the first place!

(1) A reflection of the "goodness" of the creator!

2. The scriptures talk of several different types of "works."Most of which are not "good" at all!

a) There are "works" of the Law

(1) This is doing good because you have to!

(2) Christ is not in that!

b) There are "works" of the flesh (sins)

(1) Galatians gives a list of those and then tell us is we make them a practice in out life, we won"t even see the Lord!

c) There are "works" of darkness

(1) We are to have no part of these works and even rebuke them when we see them.

d) There are dead "works"
(1) It is Christ that gives life, therefore these are all the works done without Jesus, before repentance!

e) There are even "works" of righteousness

(1) And these are the works that are done thinking we will be saved because we did them!

3. Here are some of the "good kind of works" that Paul is talking about here.

a) Matthew 5:16 (NKJV) "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

b) Colossians 1:10 (NKJV) that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing [Him], being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

c) 1 Peter 2:12 (NKJV) having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by [your] good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

E. Ephesians 2:11-12 (NKJV) Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh--who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands-- 

12that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

1. Paul reminds them that as Gentiles they were not only looked down upon by the Jews but they were without the promises given to Abraham and alienated from God entirely!

F. Ephesians 2:13-18 (NKJV) But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 

15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, [that] [is], the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man [from] the two, [thus] making peace, 

16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 

17 (NKJV) And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 

18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

1. Jesus has made Jew and Gentile one!

a) The wall that existed in the Temple that separated the two races has been removed.

(1) It has been replaced with a bridge which is the cross of Christ!

(2) The two have become one spiritually!!

G. Ephesians 2:19-22 (NKJV) Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner[stone], 

21in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 

22in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

1. After salvation we are "strangers" and "foreigners" in this world, but no longer in the household of God!

a) We become "citizens", "saints", and "members" of that household!!

2. And while Paul is on the subject of a building, he makes sure that we understand that Jesus is at the very foundation of it all!!

a) That the Apostles build upon the foundation that Jesus Himself laid with His own life.

(1) The cool part about this building that Paul refers to is that it is "alive!!!

(2) It is a living building as Christ lives in each and every one of us through His Holy Spirit.

(3) May we do "good works" and live in such a way as to bring honor and glory to One whom designed the greatest living building of all eternity- HIS CHURCH!

Watching a trapeze show is breathtaking. We wonder at the dexterity and timing. We gasp at near-misses. In most cases, there is a net underneath. When they fall, they jump up and bounce back to the trapeze. In Christ, we live on the trapeze. The whole world should be able to watch and say, "Look how they live, how they love one another. Look how well the husbands treat their wives. And aren"t they the best workers in the factories and offices, the best neighbors, the best students?" That is to live on the trapeze, being a show to the world. What happens when we slip? The net is surely there. The blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, has provided forgiveness for ALL our trespasses. Both the net and the ability to stay on the trapeze are works of God"s grace. Of course, we cannot be continually sleeping on the net, If that is the case, I doubt whether that person is a trapeze artist at all. Juan Carlos Ortiz.
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Ephesians 3
Equality in Christ

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week, in Chapter2of Ephesians we took a look at the Lord"s "Never Ending Grace."
1. And although the Apostle Paul was speaking specifically to Gentiles, we saw how the cross has united us all into one body and as verse19 puts it, we "are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God".

2. Tonight Paul continues that discussion by explaining the equality that the Gentiles had in Christ.

a) Of course, the Jews didn"t feel that the Gentiles were equal.

(1) You know, bigotry and hatred can make you "blind".

(a) Not necessarily physically, but spiritually blind.

(b) It can keep you from "seeing" things the way the Lord does.

(c) The Jews, because of their bigotry and hatred couldn"t fathom that the Lord would allow "those Gentile dogs" the same grace that he did them!!!

(d) But Paul wants to reassure the Gentile believers in Ephesus that they were every bit equal!

b) Let"s take a look.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 3:1 (NKJV) For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles--

1. Paul starts with his explanation of equality based upon the previous Chapter of God"s grace.

a) That is why he starts the verse with "For this reason."
(1) In other words, "Based upon the reasons already stated!"
b) As he makes this statement about being in prison, he feels the need to explain to the Ephesian believers why he is a prisoner!

(1) No doubt, he felt that they would be stumbled with "why" the Lord would allow Paul to suffer as a prisoner in Rome, and ultimately die a martyr"s death.

(a) You see, even back then, there were those who believed in the "prosperity doctrine".

(i) "If Paul is a Christian and the Lord is on his side, then what is he doing in prison?"
(ii)"After all, Christians are supposed to live in perfect health, and wealth, aren"t they?"
(2) Song of Solomon , he digresses until verse14 , where he picks up his original thought and purpose.

2. Please notice that Paul does not consider himself a prisoner of Rome!

a) He is the prisoner of Christ Jesus!

(1) He is helping them to deal with his trial the way he deals with it.

(a) He want them to see it the way he does!

(b) And Paul sees this as God"s work!

3. Then he tells them that his imprisonment was at least in part for their glory.

a) You see, if he hadn"t preached that the Gentiles were "equal" to the Jews, he probably wouldn"t be in prison.

(1) They would let him get by with just about anything but saying that the Gentiles were equal to the Jew!!!!!

b) Song of Solomon , he starts his digression:

B. Ephesians 3:2-7 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, 

3how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 

4by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 

5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 

6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, 

7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power.

1. The word "dispensation" in verse2means = "stewardship."

a) In other words, Paul had been given a "stewardship " to preach grace to the Gentiles!

b) He tells the Ephesians that this "mystery" had been withheld prior to the cross, but had now been revealed to the Apostles and prophets through the Holy Spirit.

c) And that he was called by the Lord to deliver that message.

(1) Also that he had been vested with a certain amount of spiritual power to enforce this message with signs and wonders done among the Gentiles.

C. Ephesians 3:8-12 (NKJV) To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

9 and to make all see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly [places], 

11according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.

1. Paul is overwhelmed to think that he has been called to be a part of all this!

a) To tell the Gentiles about the Lord"s unsearchable riches.

(1) Which God had kept hidden since the beginning of time, in order to reveal it during Paul"s life.

(2) He got to participate in making it known to the church the amazing grace that came with Jesus!

(a) The cross was and Isaiah , the great "equalizer!"
(b) And now, any believer can have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him!

D. Ephesians 3:13 (NKJV) Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.

1. Paul love these believers and doesn"t want them to be stumbled because of his imprisonment!

2. He reminds them that with all this in view, they should glory in his tribulations knowing what it represents and Whom is behind it all!

E. Ephesians 3:14 (NKJV) For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1. As far as Paul is concerned, he will gladly submit to such a noble calling!

a) Even if it meant imprisonment and death!

F. Ephesians 3:15-19 (NKJV) from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 

16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner Prayer of Manasseh , 

17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what [is] the width and length and depth and height-- 

19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

1. Paul prays that they will be strengthened in faith and that the Lord will give them the ability to understand this awesome truth.

2. 1 Peter 2:9-10 illustrates that truth even further! But you [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

10 who once [were] not a people but [are] now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

3. And then, Paul closes with a prayer:

G. Ephesians 3:20-21 (NKJV) Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 

21to Him [be] glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

1. He reminds them that although he is in prison, it doesn"t in any way diminish God"s power.

2. He is still Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think!
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Ephesians 4:1-16
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week as we studies Chapter3of the book of Galatians , Paul told the Gentiles that they were equal with the Jews in Christ!

1. In fact we are all equal at the Cross!

B. In Chapter4He is going to exhort them to live and act Godly.

1. It is an exhortation to us all regarding our relationships with other believers.

a) Paul shows us how to maintain the unity that should exist amongst Christians.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 4:1-2 (NKJV) I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech (beg or plead) you to walk worthy (suitable) of the calling with which you were called, 

2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,

1. lowliness = "humble opinion of one"s self"
a) Romans 12:3 (NKJV) For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think [of] [himself] more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

2. gentleness = "power under control = meekness"
3. bearing with one another in love = "holding up one another in love"
B. Ephesians 4:3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

1. The word "endeavoring" here indicates that we make a real effort to keep unity and peace.

2. Paul is not talking about "uniformity" here but unity!

a) A husband and wife do not always agree on everything but they find a path of peace.

b) Not even brothers and sisters agree on everything, but they love each other and allow differences of opinion.

c) Likewise, Christians should make every effort to focus on the things that matter, not upon personal preferences or prejudices.

(1) The phrase "bond of peace" references the ligaments that hold our joints together.

(2) They "bond" the two bones together, but allow for the freedom of movement of both.

(a) As bothers and sisters in Christ we likewise will be able to keep the unity of the Spirit if we treasure and "hold on" to peace, by letting each other be different!

(b) Psalm 133:1 (NKJV) Behold, how good and how pleasant [it] [is] For brethren to dwell together in unity!

(c) Bottom line = we must agree to disagree, agreeably because the work of the Lord is too important to get sidetracked.

C. Ephesians 4:4-5 [There] [is] one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and through all, and in you all.

1. In other words, "You have in common the things that matter the most."
2. Thomas Carlyle said, "Men"s hearts ought not to be set against one another, but set with one another, and all against evil only."
D. Ephesians 4:7-8 (NKJV) But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ"s gift. 

8 (NKJV) Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men."
1. Paul begins to tell us that although we should do everything we can to keep the unity, that the Lord made us different and gave us all different gifts.

a) He uses a quote from Psalm 68:18 to illustrate his point, then feels like he needs to briefly explain Christ"s ascension.

E. Ephesians 4:9-10 (NKJV) (Now this, "He ascended"--what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 

10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)

1. Paul wants us to know that this is the One and only Jesus Christ, who came from the Father, and returned to the Father!

2. John 3:13 (NKJV) "No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, [that] [is], the Son of Man who is in heaven.

3. Now, Paul gets back to his original topic, the gifts that the Lord gave us out of His grace!

F. Ephesians 4:11-13 (NKJV) And He Himself gave some [to] [be] apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 

12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

13till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect Prayer of Manasseh , to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ

1. We don"t have time tonight to go into all the gifts, (We already have that on tape), but I will say this:

a) There are those out there today that say they are apostles and prophets. In fact there are even "Apostles and Prophets schools".

b) But here are the qualifications of an apostle:

(1) They had to have seen the Lord.

(2) They had to be an eyewitness of His resurrection.

(3) They had to be invested with miraculous sign-gifts.

(4) They had to have been chosen directly by the Lord or by the Holy Spirit.

c) And, in the official office of prophet, the prophet was100% accurate or he was stoned to death!

(1) Song of Solomon , as far as this two "official" offices go, I don"t see them in use today!

(2) However the Lord still uses people to start new works like He did the Apostles, and there are people with the gift of speaking forth the word of God!

d) Verse11links "pastors and teachers" together, but Romans 12:77 and 1 Peter 5:2 list them separately.

(1) But most often you will find that the "pastor- teacher" gifts go together.

e) All these gifts and offices are for one reason: 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ

(1) Please note that the saints are to be doing the work of the ministry!

(2) The saints often feel that they are paying a pastor Song of Solomon , let him and the elders to the work.

(a) But that is not what Paul tell us here.

(b) The pastor, pastors and teaches in order to equip the saints for the work of the ministry, and for the "building up" of the church!

(c) And as that work is done, people mature as they gain (Vrs13) knowledge of the Son of God, and by that knowledge, the unity of the faith grows.

(d) And a by product of maturity is the next3verses.

G. Ephesians 4:14-16 (NKJV) that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

1. It is much harder to be "tricked" or "deceived" if you know the Truth!

a) It is only the immature that changes what he believes with everyone"s opinion. (Whichever way the wind blows at the time)

b) But not all people want to hear the truth, sometimes not even Christians.

(1) Vance Havner, "If we preach the whole counsel of God, we will be accused of extremism, not only by the world but also by a professing church that cannot endure sound doctrine."
2. But, Paul tell us in verse15 if we speak the truth in love, (Paul is speaking of the body of truth that is Christianity), we are bound to grow up in Christ!

a) Then he goes back to the human body illustration and reminds us that all "2000" body parts work in unity and answer to the brain or head, and our Spiritual Head is Christ!!

(1) And the body of Christ, the Church, should do the same.

(2) If we do, verse16 tell us according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

1. A church will grow where there is unity and love and the saints are doing the work of the ministry!

III. CONCLUSION

A. We will have to have to do a "part two" with the second half of this Chapter because it is too good to rush it!

1. Song of Solomon , in conclusion, Paul has told us to treasure and work hard at keeping unity and peace in the Church!

2. Then we told that the Lord gave us apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor teachers to help equip us for the work of the ministry.

3. And finally, Paul told us that if we will let the Word of God mature us, and do our part in the work of the ministry with love, the church will grow!

B. Next week Paul give us a list of things we should and shouldn"t do as Christians.

1. Christ like qualities we should "put on", and ungodly practices we should "put off".



Verses 17-32 

John Brown

Ephesians 4:17-32
One man gets nothing but discord out of a piano; another gets harmony. No one claims the piano is at fault. Life is about the same. The discord is there, and the harmony is there. Study to play correctly, and it will give forth the beauty; play it falsely, and it will give forth the ugliness--Anonymous

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Last week our study of Ephesians Chapter4 , was about "Christian Behavior".

1. Paul told the Ephesians that they should endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:3 (NKJV)

2. And we concluded that the work of the ministry was too important to get sidetracked with unimportant issues.

a) It is unrealistic to think that people will agree on every single issue, so we must "agree to disagree- agreeably."
3. Paul went on to say that the Lord had given us Apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints to do the work of the ministry.

a) And that if we will let the Word of God mature us and do our part in the work of the ministry with love, the church will grow.

B. This evening, we are going to take a look at a "list" of things that Christians should and should not do in order to keep the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace.

1. Things that we should either overcome and let the Lord remove from our lives, or things that we should allow the Holy Spirit to build "into" our lives.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 4:17-19 (NKJV) This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 

18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 

19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

1. The "therefore" in verse17 means = based upon what Paul has already told us about preserving the unity and peace!

2. If we want to maintain that, Christians must not walk, talk, nor Acts , like unsaved (Gentiles), people!!!

3. Unsaved people are alienated from the life of God, because of the blindness of their heart!

a) You won"t find "blindness of the heart" in any medical journal, because it is a spiritual disease!

b) Because of this alienation, and blindness to the things of the Lord, the unsaved are usually engulfed in life dominating sins!

c) Is that God"s will for their lives, no it is their own choice!

(1) Romans 1:20-22 probably says it best: For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified [him] not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

4. Now they are past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

a) When a person refuses to accept salvation, there is a "hardness" that sets in and they eventually cease to feel the guilt of their sins.

(1) And that just leads to deeper and greater "unbridled" lusts of the flesh, and bondage to those lusts.

B. Ephesians 4:20-24 (NKJV) But you have not so learned Christ, 

21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 

23and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 

24and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

1. Christians, in contrast to the unsaved, have the truth in Jesus!

a) And that truth is that we put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23and be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

(1) Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which] [is] your reasonable service. 

2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what [is] that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

2. Unlike the person without Christ, we have an alternative! We have a new person at our disposal.

a) 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) Therefore, if anyone [is] in Christ, [he] [is] a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

b) Paul now list7 things that we, as this "new creation" should either do, or not do in order to glorify the Lord and preserve unity and peace.

C. Ephesians 4:25 (NKJV) Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one [of] [you] speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.

1. Song of Solomon , #1is STOP LYING!

a) As part of the same body and work ( Ephesians 4:4-6), we hurt each other by lying.

b) A Christian"s word should be his/her bond.

(1) John 8:44 (NKJV) "You are of [your] father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and [does] [not] stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own [resources], for he is a liar and the father of it.

(2) Matthew 5:37 (NKJV) "But let your `Yes" be `Yes," and your `No," `No." For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

(3) Proverbs 19:22 . . . . a poor man [is] better than a liar.

D. Ephesians 4:26 (NKJV) "Be angry, and do not sin":

1. #2IF YOU MUST BE ANGRY, DON"T SIN IN THE PROCESS!

a) Psalm 37:8 (NKJV) Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret-- [it] only [causes] harm.

b) Proverbs 16:32 (NKJV) [He] [who] [is] slow to anger [is] better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.

c) The second half of this verse, and verse27 are "guidelines" for the first part.

(1) . . . do not let the sun go down on your wrath,

(a) In other words, "deal with it" and get it over with!

(b) Don"t let that "root of bitterness" set in.

(2) Ephesians 4:27 (NKJV) nor give place to the devil.

(a) Irritation in the heart of a believer is always an invitation to the devil to stand by- Anonymous

E. Ephesians 4:28 (NKJV) Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with [his] hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need.

1. #3 = QUIT BEING A TAKER AND START BEING A GIVER.

a) Scriptures say much about "carrying our own weight."
b) A Christian should be known for his/her unselfish attitude, as was Jesus.

F. Ephesians 4:29 (NKJV) Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.

1. # 4 = WATCH WHAT COMES OUT OF YOUR MOUTH.

a) The things that do flow from a Christian"s mouth should build people up, not put them down.

(1) And those who hear what we say, should sense in our words that people are getting what they don"t deserve (grace), not being condemned for maybe even what they do deserve!

G. Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV) And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

1. #5 = DON"T HURT THE LORD BY YOUR WORDS OR ACTIONS.

a) The Holy Spirit is a person.He can be hurt just like any other person.

b) The Holy Spirit is hurt when we sin against each other by condemning, judging, or gossiping.

H. Ephesians 4:31 (NKJV) Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.

1. #6 = BITTERNESS, VIOLENT OUTBURSTS OF ANGER, AND BAD TALKING WITH EVIL INTENT SHOULDN"T EVEN BE A PART OF A CHRISTIAN"S LIFE!

a) These actions and attitudes might be "natural" and easy, but we should endeavor to keep them under the control of the Holy Spirit.

I. Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.

1. #7 = BE KIND, TENDERHEARTED, AND FORGIVING.

a) Romans 2:1-6 (NKJV) Therefore you are inexcusable, O Prayer of Manasseh , whoever you are who Judges , for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 

2But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. 

3And do you think this, O Prayer of Manasseh , you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? 

4Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 

5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 

6 who "will render to each one according to his deeds":

III. CONCLUSION

A. I want the Lord to be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving to me.Therefore knowing that the same measuring cup I use to judge other will be used to judge me, I must be also be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving to others.

1. Through presenting my body as a living sacrifice ( Romans 12), the Lord will Revelation -train me.

a) And instead of acting and behaving like I did when I didn"t know Jesus, I will be able to "put on the new man" that I have become in Christ!!

05 Chapter 5 
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John Brown

Ephesians 5:1-18
I. INTRODUCTION

A. As we return to the book of Ephesians , we continue our study on Christian behavior.

1. The Apostle Paul has just given the Ephesian Christians, (and us) a "list" of ungodly behaviors in Chapter4and exhorted them to have no part in them!

a) It is a list of "put on"s" and "put off"s" if you will.

b) Things that we as Christians should allow the Holy Spirit to remove from our lives and likewise a few things we should allow Him to build into our lives.

B. Chapter5 is but a continuation of they way a Christian should behave.

1. Paul"s first subject is how a Christian should deal with evil.

2. Then he moves on to the place the Holy Spirit should have in the life of a believer.

3. Then to the home life of a Christian, that extends into Chapter6.

a) Let"s take a look.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 5:1 (NKJV) Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.

1. "Therefore" = based upon all the ungodly behavior already mentioned.

a) "Mimic" the Lord, not the world!

B. Ephesians 5:2 (NKJV) And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

1. John 15:13 (NKJV) "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one"s life for his friends.

2. 1 John 3:16 (NKJV) By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down [our] lives for the brethren.

a) In other words, real love is not greedy and self-consuming, it is sacrificial!

b) Although I might have a right to do something, I will consider the feelings of those around me.

C. Ephesians 5:3-4 (NKJV) But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 

4neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

1. Sexual sins, anything immoral, and even greedy jealousy should not even be part of a Christian"s life!!

a) In other words, these things should be so far removed that no one can even suspect us or accuse of these sins.

b) 1 Thessalonians 5:22 (NKJV) Abstain from every form (KJV = appearance) of evil.

2. Paul goes on to mention a few other things that are not "fitting" for the Christian.

a) "Filthiness" = obscenities = dirty language!

b) Foolish talking is pretty self explanatory.

(1) In fact, foolish talking and coarse jesting go hand-in-hand.

(2) Paul doesn"t say that some of those things might not be fun or funny, but that they are inappropriate for a Chistian.

(a) That is why they are so dangerous, because they do appeal to the flesh.

c) The Apostle tells us our time would be better spent giving the Lord thanks!

D. Ephesians 5:5 (NKJV) For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous Prayer of Manasseh , who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

1. Of course, all of these people will be in Heaven!

a) But, they will have repented and accepted Jesus as a covering for their sins.

2. The people in this verse are the one"s content with "practicing" their sin and making a mockery of the cross.

3. I think it worth mentioning that idolatry is worship of anything other than the Lord.

a) D.L. Moody- "You don"t have to go to heathen lands today to find false gods. America is full of them. Whatever you love more than God is your idol."
E. Ephesians 5:6-7 (NKJV) Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

7 Therefore do not be partakers with them.

1. If you see repetitive ungodly behavior, even if it is in your friends, quit hanging out with them!!!

F. Ephesians 5:8-11 (NKJV) For you were once darkness, but now [you] [are] light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 

9 (for the fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 

10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 

11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose [them].

1. When we were in the darkness, without Christ, we at least had an excuse.

2. But now, the Holy Spirit that live within, knows what is acceptable to the Lord!

a) Song of Solomon , instead of cohabiting with ungodliness, or making excuses for it, we need to expose it!

(1) It always amazes me when a Christian is caught in adultery, or some other gross sin, that many churches wants to cover it up instead of exposing and dealing with it!

(a) And if anyone want to expose the sinner for what they are, they are labeled as judgmental and unloving and unforgiving!

(b) Since when is it the church"s job to protect the sinner, and crucify the saints that are trying to deal with the sin?

(c) That"s not the way Paul say to deal with it!

G. Ephesians 5:12-13 (NKJV) For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 

13But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.

1. He told us in verse8 that we are "now light in the Lord" and that we should "walk as children of light."

2. Here in verses12,13 , he illustrate that if we are doing that, then we will expose sin, not cover it up, because that is what light does!

H. Ephesians 5:14-16 (NKJV) Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light." 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

1. A quote taken from Isaiah 26:19 and Isaiah 60:1
2. As Christians, we have been "awakened" and the "light" of Christ indwells us!

3. Because of that, we cannot afford to "walk carelessly."
a) A fool walks carelessly, not considering that his time is running out!

b) We, as Christians know that the time is running out and that the days are evil, so we must make the most of them!

4. Now Paul move very briefly to the relationship we have with the Holy Spirit.

I. Ephesians 5:18-20 (NKJV) And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1. A Christian should never get drunk!!

a) Paul says that drunkenness is the same as riot and excess! = (dissipation)

b) Now this presents a problem for the Christian who allow drinking in their lives.

(1) When are you considered "drunk"?

(2) How does a Christian know when He/she has crossed this line?

2. Paul says that in place of this, we should sing and praise the Lord.Giving thanks for all that He is and all that He has done!
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Ephesians 5:18-24
I. INTRODUCTION

A. For the last few week in our study of Ephesians , we have been looking at what the behavior of a Christian should be.

1. Last week we stopped at the end of Chapter5 verse20 , where the Apostle Paul has just told the Ephesian Christians (in brief), about the relationship they should have with the Holy Spirit.

2. The rest of Chapter5 and at least the first9 verses are based upon that relationship with the Holy Spirit, so we will begin our study tonight by recapping verses18- 20 of Chapter5.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 5:18-20 (NKJV) And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1. As we said last week, it is never proper for a Christian to get drunk!

a) And as we also said last week, that poses a problem for the Christian who allow themselves the liberty of drinking.

(1) They have to determine where to "draw the line".

(2) In other words, at what point do you cross over the line to where you become intoxicated?

2. Paul says that it is much more productive to sing songs and hymns about and to the Lord as a thanksgiving for His goodness in our lives!

3. And then the Apostle give us the key to Godly submission.

B. Ephesians 5:21 (NKJV) submitting to one another in the fear of God.

1. Please notice that18 through21is all one big, long verse!

a) In other words, a Christian"s behavior should always be predicated upon respect (fear) for the Lord!

b) And out of respect for the Lord, we will respect His Godly order of doing things!

2. In life, there is always someone in authority over us, and often, there is someone whom we are in authority over. God"s "chain-of-command" if you will.

a) That is not an accident, it is part of His plan!

b) Matthew 8:5-10 (NKJV) Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 

6 saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." 

7 And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." 

8 The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. 

9 "For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this [one], `Go," and he goes; and to another, `Come," and he comes; and to my servant, `Do this," and he does [it]." 

10 When Jesus heard [it], He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!

(1) Jesus was impressed with this man"s faith and ability to understand submission!

(2) He knew that Jesus was there to do the Father"s will, not His own, and he also knew that because of Jesus" authority, all He had to do was speak and it would be carried out!

(3) This is the heart the Lord wants us to develop.

(a) He want us to have the faith to know that HE is ultimately in charge.

(b) Perhaps this "submission" thing would be easier to understand put a different way.

(i) Romans 12:3-4 (NKJV) For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think [of] [himself] more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 

4For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,

(ii) Philippians 2:3-8 (NKJV) [Let] nothing [be] [done] through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, [and] coming in the likeness of men. 

8 And being found in appearance as a Prayer of Manasseh , He humbled Himself and became obedient to [the] [point] [of] death, even the death of the cross.

(iii) Christians are supposed to be "others" oriented, not "self" seeking!

3. Now, even with the mutual loving submission that Christians should for each other, we still have to factor in God"s "order" of doing things.

a) Everything in the universe is in "hupatasso" = submission!

b) When it gets out of order we call them "natural disasters."
c) The same thing occurs in an individual"s life, in a family, or even in a church when God"s order is ignored.

d) That is why Paul goes to great lengths to help us understand that order.

(1) He has dealt with it first as individuals in verse21.Now he deals with this order between husbands and wives.

(a) In Chapter6 he will discuss this order in regards to parents and children, and also, employers and employees!

Marriage is like taking an airplane to Florida for a relaxing vacation in January, and when you get off the plane you find that you are in the Swiss Alps. There"s cold and snow instead of swimming and sunshine. Well, after you buy winter clothes, learn how to ski, and talk a foreign language, you can have just as good a vacation in the Swiss Alps as you could have had in Florida. It is just as big a surprise when you get off the honeymoon plane and find that everything is far different than what you expected!!

C. Ephesians 5:22 (NKJV) Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

1. Two things I would like to point out here:

a) Wives are asked to give their husbands the same loving submission that they do the Lord!

(1) Actually "because" of the Lord.

(2) Trusting in the Lord even more than they do their husbands.

(3) Like the Romans Centurion, having enough faith to know that the Lord has given him that position for His reason!

b) The second thing I would like to point out here is that Paul says, submit to your own husbands!

(1) Often, wives have no problem submitting to "husbands" in the work environment, but have a very difficult time doing the same thing at home!

(2) I think this verse gives us a hint that the Lord considers it more important at home!

(a) Especially in the context of our study regarding Christian Behavior.

(b) Now Paul goes on to explain to wives, why this is right.

D. Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.

1. I think pastors throughout the world have had women leave the church when they teach on these verses.

a) Today"s "modern, liberated woman" (even many Christian women), doesn"t like the idea of her husband having any kind of authority over her at all.

(1) Yet, as I have said, many of those same women will willingly submit to a male boss or co-worker without issue!

(2) I think the problem is a basic understanding of the husband"s role and the term the husband is head of the wife.

(a) This Greek word2776 kephale kef-al-ay"} has several meanings:

(i) In relationship to the body, it is the center of life and awareness.

(ii) Metaphorically speaking it is used for anything supreme, chief, prominent

(a) In other words it is used for people when they are considered to be a master or lord: Which is exactly the relationship Paul is talking about here!

(b) And it is also used when speaking of Christ, as the Lord of the husband and of the Church

(c) When it is used to speak of things, it means the corner stone

(3) Perhaps it is not a misunderstanding of what this means at all that makes it hard for most wives to do what Paul asks.

(a) Maybe it is because they do understand and just can"t see their husbands in the same light the Lord does!

(i) For the men, I want to point out as Paul has that Jesus" role also included Savior of the body!

(a) We will get into how that needs to be carried out in your role to your wife also a little later.

(ii) Let"s go on.

E. Ephesians 5:24 (NKJV) Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in everything.

1. In other words, in God"s order, where her husband is concerned, Jesus is in authority over him.

a) Meaning, he will have to answer to the Lord for his stewardship of his family and his treatment of you!

b) The word "everything" means that a wife should develop the Godly discipline of trusting the Lord to work through her husband in every area.

(1) Please understand, this does not cancel out all the other scriptures regarding sin!

(2) If a husband is asking his wife to sin, the Lord does not require submission!!

(3) Next week we will deal with the expected godly behavior of a Christian husband.



Verses 25-33 

John Brown

Ephesians 5:25-33
I. INTRODUCTION

A. The last few teachings in Ephesians we have concentrated on Christian behavior.

1. Last week, we specifically dealt with the behavior of a Godly wife as it related to her husband.

2. And in tonight"s study we will take a look at the husband"s role and his Godly behavior towards her.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,

1. Let"s just take a look at the first part Husbands, love your wives, to help us better understand the rest of Chapter5.

a) 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 (NKJV) Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 

2And though I have [the] [gift] [of] prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

3And though I bestow all my goods to feed [the] [poor], and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 

4Love suffers long [and] is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 

5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 

6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 

7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 Love never fails. But whether [there] [are] prophecies, they will fail; whether [there] [are] tongues, they will cease; whether [there] [is] knowledge, it will vanish away.

b) We"re going to take a look at this a little closer, but basically guys, what this is saying is that if you don"t love your wives the way the Lord has prescribed (Biblically), you don"t amount to much!!!

(1) That"s what that word "nothing" means in verse2.

(2) It doesn"t matter if you have the gift of tongues and interpretation, the gift of prophecy, word of knowledge, and faith to move mountains, it still adds up to a big zero.

c) Song of Solomon , how do you know if you are loving your wife the way the Lord prescribes?

(1) Are you kind to her even when it hurts?

(2) Are you envious of her talent or gifts, or just plain smarts?

(3) Do you consider yourself smarter or better than her in any way?

(4) Are you rude to her?

(5) Can she count on the fact that you will do without in order to put her first?

(6) Does she have to walk on "eggshells" around you or is she comfortable being herself.

(7) Does it make you happy when she fails or is embarrassed by something or someone?

(8) Are you patient with her?

(9) Do you make every effort for her succeed in every area of her life?

(a) Now we can go on to the rest of Ephesians 5
2. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,

a) The rest of the verse gives us the highest and best example of love and that is Jesus.

(1) Notice the depth of His commitment to His bride!

B. Ephesians 5:25-27 (NKJV) . . . . Christ . . . . gave Himself for her, 

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

1. Please understand that the church was (and is not now) holy and without blemish!

a) Yet the Lord made a "path" by which He could view His bride is such a way.

b) Unlike most of us husbands who look for reasons to pick our wives apart, Jesus looked for a way to see His bride "without blemish!"
c) A Christian husband should love his wife so much that he is willing to give his own life for her!

(1) John 15:13 (NKJV) "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one"s life for his friends.

C. Ephesians 5:28-29 (NKJV) So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord [does] the church.

1. Please notice that the Apostle Paul says that husbands are supposed to love their "own" wives!

a) For many husbands, (and wives), it s easier to look at someone else"s spouse and think, "Boy I wish my husband or wife was like them."
b) The remedy for that is to love your spouse more that you love yourself!!

(1) Paul validates that self-love by reminding us that we go to great lengths to make sure that "we" are comfortable, loved and well cared for!

(2) Here"s what Paul is getting at:in Christ, you are your wife and she is you. You are one where He is concerned!

D. Ephesians 5:30-31 (NKJV) For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 

31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh."
1. The reference here is out of Genesis 2:23 and it is used to validate Paul"s statement that a husband and wife are one flesh just like the church is made one flesh through the cross!

a) When we accept Him as Savior, we become His beautiful bride, and consequently one flesh with Him!

(1) Something that was once "ugly" and "unacceptable" because of sin, is transformed by His righteousness, into something beautiful!!

E. Ephesians 5:32 (NKJV) This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church33Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife [see] that she respects [her] husband.

1. A "mystery" by Biblical definition, is something that has not yet been revealed.

a) 1 Corinthians 13:9-12 (NKJV) For we know in part and we prophesy in part10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a Prayer of Manasseh , I put away childish things. 

12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

b) I am convinced that we husbands understand these verses very little!

(1) This great "mystery" of Christ and the church and how it relates to us as husbands is a lifetime undertaking!

(2) But this much we do know, men it is time to put away childish things.

III. CONCLUSION

A. If we have been treating our wives with anything or in any way that is less than what the Lord wants, we need to repent, and find out how to do a better job being a Godly husband.

B. Next week we will see how proper Christian behavior affects how we raise our children, and what kind of employer, and employees we are!

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-9 

John Brown

Ephesians 6:1-9
I. INTRODUCTION

A. In the last2studies, we discovered what the Lord expects from a Christian wife and a Christian husband.

1. In this whole6-part study on Christian Behavior, we have learned the practical side of being "in the world but not of the world."
2. As Christians, we are supposed to be "positively" different than the world!

a) A Christian husband and wife are supposed to treat each other differently that than their secular counter-parts.

b) In tonight"s study, we will see that even Chistian children are supposed to be different.

(1) There is a certain "Christian Behavior" that the Lord expects out of them.

c) And lastly, the same applies to Christian employers and employees.

d) Let"s take a look.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 6:1-3 (NKJV) Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 

3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."
A child is a curly, dimpled lunatic--Ralph Waldo Emerson

Children in a family are like flowers in a bouquet: there"s always one determined to face in an opposite direction from the way the arranger desires--Marcelene Cox

1. BDB/Thayers # 5219hupakouo {hoop-ak-oo"-o} =be obedient to, to submit to, to listen to as one who upon the knock at the door comes to listen who it is.

2. This comes from the great Apostle Paul, writer of most of the New Testament, and he uses as his reference to validate this statement the6th of the Ten Commandments from Exodus 20:12
3. In speaking about wisdom Proverbs 3:16 says the Length of days [is] in her right hand, In her left hand riches and honor.

a) Here"s the point:a young person who is smart enough to realize that the Lord had place mom and dad in their life for a reason, will escape many of life"s trials and hardships!

b) If we would only listen, when we are young, and learn from mom and dad"s mistakes, we would not have to make them ourselves!

c) And from this acquired Wisdom of Solomon , our life would be much richer and easier!

d) It may be hard to believe, but most parents want the best for their children.

(1) These3verses are simply saying that a Christian young person, should trust the Lord to work through their parents for their benefit and blessing.

(2) Then Paul turns to Christian fathers, the priest of the home, with a little instruction!

B. Ephesians 6:4 (NKJV) And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

1. The Greek word translated provoke = to exasperate = to enrage = to enflame.

a) In other words, Christian parents are not supposed to pick on their children and make their life unbearable.

(1) For most children they think that means no grounding, no restrictions, or anything that might otherwise keep them from doing whatever they want to do, but that is not what this scripture means at all.

b) A parent is in a child"s life for the very purpose of training and admonishing them in the Lord.

(1) That means they, by order of the Lord and this commandment here in Ephesians 6:4, they cannot always give their child everything he/or she wants.

(a) Because, what he/she wants may not lead to Godliness at all!

c) What this verse does means is that parents should not purposely try to discourage their children by picking on them.

2. Please notice that at least in this verse, Paul considers it the father"s responsibility to train the children in the Lord.

a) Now that doesn"t mean that mom shouldn"t participate, or perhaps even be a strong leader in this area, but it does mean that Christian father"s are suppose to take a very active role in this training.

(1) The next logical question would be, "How do I do that?"
3. Deuteronomy 11:18-21 (NKJV) "Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

19 "You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

20 "And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 

21 "that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, like the days of the heavens above the earth.

a) Notice these verses speak of three methods of teaching our children, and two attitudes from which this teaching must take place!!

(1) First, we must know the ways of the Lord before we can teach them to our children!

(2) Second, these things need to be a part and practice of our lives, not just something we want our children to live by!!

(a) Otherwise it becomes a, "Don"t do as I do, do as I say!"And all of us hate that.

Children learn more out of the classroom than in it. Indeed, they should bear down on their textbooks, but what they pick up by watching us oldsters and what they glean by the wayside May mean more than what they cram in class-Havner

As young Johnny reached for the phone one Saturday, his dad sighed through his teeth; "If it"s the guy from the office, tell him I"m not home." That evening the family went out for dinner. Before leaving the restaurant, Johnny"s dad looked at the check and mentioned that the waitress had undercharged them. "That"s their tough luck," mumbled his mom. On the way home, they joked about the box that dad had bought for the dashboard of the car. He called it the "fuzz buster" and bragged that it had already paid for itself when considering the speeding tickets he might otherwise had received. Later that night, as Johnny finished his Sunday School lesson, he thanked the Lord that it had been a good Saturday, much better than last weekend! Last Saturday his parents had grounded him for cheating on his math test!!!! --Green

b) The "methods" described here in Deuteronomy 11:18-21, have more to do with frequency and opportunity than with technique.

(1) First: "When you are sitting in your home."
(a) Hopefully that is often!

(2) Second: when your are out any where taking a walk.

(3) And thirdly: when you go to bed, and rise in the morning!

(a) Nigh time prayer and storytelling is a wonderful way to teach children about the Lord!

(b) Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

(i) According to his "bent"!!

c) Now Paul turns his attention to Salves and Master, which in today"s world translate to employers and employees.

III. EMPLOYEES

Two neighbor ladies were talking over the back fence and one said, "I understand your husband finally found a job." "Yes," said his wife. "It"s hard work and he says it is killing him. But thank God, it"s permanent."

A. Ephesians 6:5-8 (NKJV) Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 

6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 

7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 

8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether [he] [is] a slave or free.

Employees in a Detroit business office found the following notice on the bulletin board: "The management regrets that it has come to their attention that workers dying on the job are failing to fall down. This practice must stop, as it become impossible to distinguish between death and the natural movement of the staff. Any employee found dead in the upright position will be dropped from the payroll."
1. It is interesting that the word "obedient" in verse5 , is the same Greek word used for the Children in verse1 "obey your parents, for this is right."

a) Adults are supposed to give their employers the same respect that they want their children to have for them!

(1) Not always questioning every decision they make, or resisting every change in the company, but just doing what they are asked, and trusting the Lord for the rest!

(2) And just like we do not want our children obeying with resentment, Paul admonishes adult workers to respect their employers with "sincerity of heart."
(3) He goes on to say, that as Christians we should not just work while we are being watched (eye service), as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.

(a) Because, like the Kosher Hot Dogs, a Christian answers to a much higher call.

(i) He is really working for the Lord!

(4) Then in verse8 we are reminded of the principle of "sowing and reaping".

(a) If you are an employee of honor and integrity, although some employers may not appreciate you, the does and will ultimately honor you for your Christ-like work ethic.

IV. EMPLOYERS

A. Ephesians 6:9 (NKJV) And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

1. As a Christian, the Lord requires the same work ethic from the employer as the employee.

2. They are to treat their employees with respect and appreciation.

3. And above all, they are expected to keep their word and promises, and not play politics, because there is no partiality with the Lord!

V. CONCLUSION

A. At times, raising children, and working for a living seems hopeless!

1. We must remember, that at a time when Pharaoh was drowning babies, Moses, the savior of his people, was born!

2. At a time when Jewish children were born in the slavery of Babylon, some godly parents raised a young man like Daniel who made a stand for God!!

3. When Herod was murdering all the male children, God"s own Song of Solomon , and Savior of the world was born!!

a) No matter how tough the world gets, we can still raise Godly kids with HIS help!!

b) No matter how mundane work seems to be, we can still do it "As unto the Lord", to glorify HIM!



Verses 10-24 

John Brown

Ephesians 6:10-24
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Tonight we conclude our study of the book of Ephesians.

1. We have seen how a Christian is supposed to live his/her life drastically different than the world!

2. Proper, Biblical Christianity affects our personal lives, our marriages, our children, our jobs, and now finally even how we "dress" and how we "fight!

3. The Apostle Paul is now going to conclude by reminding us that we are soldiers in a war against the enemy of Christ.

a) And he will describe the equipment we need to survive the battle.

II. TEXT

A. Ephesians 6:10 (NKJV) Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.

1. A "weak" soldier is a dead soldier!He must be strong and alert at all times.

2. But this is not a "conventional" war.It is a spiritual war!

a) 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NKJV) For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 

4For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 

5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

b) Therefore we must use spiritual weapons, and the power behind that weaponry is Jesus Christ.

(1) Zechariah 4:6 (NKJV) So he answered and said to me: "This [is] the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: `Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit," Says the Lord of hosts.

(2) If a Christians tries to fight this battle in the flesh, he will lose in the flesh. If he fight in the Spirit, he will win in the Spirit.

(a) Because satan is a master in and of the flesh, but Jesus has already beat him in the Spirit!

B. Ephesians 6:11 (NKJV) Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

1. Of the armor of God, we are to leave nothing off! All of it is absolutely essential for victory.

2. Paul make reference to being able to "stand".

a) A soldiers armor was heavy, and he was most vulnerable when knocked down.

(1) So it is with a Christian soldier.He should make every effort not to fall in the first place!!

3. The word "wiles" = trickery or craftiness.satan is very slippery and slimy.

a) You and I will not be able to stand against him on our own and here"s why.

C. Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual [hosts] of wickedness in the heavenly [places].

1. Paul describes for us, satan"s most effective and common arsenal for us in this verse.

2. Principalities = very simply this means "leaders", but it runs much deeper that that.

a) It also means = first, beginning, cornerstone, to commence

(1) Song of Solomon , we are fighting against the original1/3of the fallen angels = satan"s demons.

3. Powers = this means people in authority = rulers, governments etc.

a) satan has been at this a long time, he has many wicked rulers from many nations at his disposal.

(1) Disposal is a good word here because when he is done with them that is what he will do to them = dispose of them!

4. Rulers = this word actually means = "ruler of the world, prince of this age".

a) It is sort of a "sub-topic" of Powers.

(1) satan has given certain of his demons "rule" over different parts of the darkness!

5. Spiritual [hosts] of wickedness = again, reference to the corrupted spirits at satan"s disposal.

a) ALL OF THIS IS POWERED AND UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE ANT-CHRIST = satan!

D. Ephesians 6:13 (NKJV) Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

1. Get the armor on and KEEP IT ON! (stand)Remember you are most vulnerable if you fall!

2. Now Paul is going to describe the armor of God in a little more detail.

E. Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, Picture yourself as a Roman soldier, putting on your battle gear.

1. The first thing he had to do was get his garments up and out of the way so he wouldn"t trip on them.

2. It is God"s truth = His Word = that keeps us from tripping and falling!

a) If we don"t make this the first part of every battle we will be tripping and falling all over ourselves.

b) All the enemy will have to do is overtake us while we are on the ground with our garment wrapped around our ankles.

3. Next, the soldier would protect his vital organs with a thick metal breastplate that swords could not puncture.

a) satan"s swords, and darts, and arrows, cannot penetrate the righteousness of Christ.

(1) He tried at the cross, but it didn"t work!

F. Ephesians 6:15 (NKJV) and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

1. Next the soldier puts on his shoes.

a) Wars have been won and lost because of the condition of soldiers" feet.

b) Their shoes must carry them many miles and yet provide comfort.

(1) The "good news" = gospel = is the only thing that can give the Christian soldier peace and comfort in his lifelong battle!

G. Ephesians 6:16 (NKJV) above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

1. The soldier would always have his shield ready for battle.

a) The shield was a defensive weapon and would be as large as the soldier could carry.

b) The idea was to be able to hide as much of his body behind it as he possibly could.

(1) We are told here that a Christian soldier will be able to repel all of satan"s arrows if we hide behind our faith in Jesus!

H. Ephesians 6:17 (NKJV) And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;

1. Next the soldier puts on his helmet!

a) This of course of to protect his head.He wouldn"t be of much use if he survived the battle but came back brain dead!

b) Also, in the midst of battle if he took a blow to the head, all the other gear became useless.

(1) A Christian soldier"s "thinking process" is protected by his salvation!

(a) In other words, in the midst of battle and the long journey that is ahead of us, our salvation makes it all worth while!

(b) That is why we are encouraged to keep our mind on eternity. We have already won!

2. Next we see the soldier"s sword.

a) This was an offensive and defensive weapon.He could do some damage with his sword as well as protect himself.

b) We are told that that for the Christian, this is a spiritual sword and that it is the Word of God.

(1) BDB/Thayers # 4487 rhema hray"-mah} =1) that which is or has been uttered by the living voice = a series of words joined together into a sentence (a declaration of one"s mind made in words) speech.

(a) In other words this is the "spoken" word of God!!

(i) The Word of God becomes a defensive weapon when we speak it to ourselves and remind ourselves of God promises.

(a) It is an ointment for the soul.

(ii) It becomes an offensive weapon when we remind satan that he is already defeated!

(a) It is salt in his wounds and weakens his strongholds.

I. Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-

1. This is out a doubt one of our greatest and least used weapons in the Christian arsenal. = PRAYER

a) It is to be done ALL THE TIME!

b) Paul divides it up into two areas for the sake of our study tonight: prayer and supplication.

(1) Prayer = prayer addressed to the Lord

(a) I think this would be praise and worship for who He is and what He has done.

(2) And supplication = asking and seeking him for personal wants.

(3) Paul reminds the Ephesians and us to make supplication for all the saints!!

(a) And them he tells them what they can pray for him about.

J. Ephesians 6:19-20 (NKJV) and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 

20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

1. "Pray that I will bold as I proclaim the gospel!"
2. And then he closes

III. CONCLUSION

A. Ephesians 6:21-24 (NKJV) But that you also may know my affairs [and] how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you; 

22whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and [that] he may comfort your hearts. 

23Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

24Grace [be] with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

